Thanks to your support and
heartfelt desire for more
people to know hope, love, and
salvation in Christ, the Mission
Center continues to expand

its global proclamation of the
Good News of Jesus Christ.

In recent months, you have
enabled us to grow the number
of priests receiving critical
financial aid through the
Support a Mission Priest (SAMP)
program and expand its reach
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into several new countries.
These priests take the Gospel

to parts of the world which may
have never heard its lifesaving
message. Additionally, the
increased SAMP support that
donors like you have sacrificially
given allows hierarchs in
mission lands to ordain more
clergy who, in turn, will reach
even more people.

You are sending Fr. Juvenal
Repass to continue his

service as a missionary priest
in Brazil after years serving

in Guatemala. And you are
sending OCMC's newest
missionary, Ruby Maggard,

to join the Jones family in the
South Pacific as the Church and
its ministries continue to grow
there as well.

In this edition of Mission,

we invite you to learn more
about these exciting new
developments and the many
lives you are impacting with
your gifts to OCMC. Please also
take time to learn about how
you can help empower more
mission priests by getting
more involved with the SAMP
program.

We celebrate your commitment
to Christ's command to "make
disciples of all nations", and

we are ever thankful for your
ongoing prayers and support
for Orthodox missions.

In Christ,

/N T

Fr. Martin Ritsi
Executive Director

Every year, hundreds of priests across Africa receive
critical financial assistance from Orthodox faithful
just like you that helps them care for their families
and give themselves fully to their ministry. With
a commitment of just $50 per month ($600 per
year), you too can offer a priest this vital and reliable
aid. Become a SAMP supporter today. Empower a
mission priest to share the

Gospel and give hierarchs

establishing and growing . .I - .I

the Church in Afrieca an
opportunity to ordain even
more clergy who will serve

the people.

Give online at ocmc.org/SAMP2023 or scan
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Growing the Witness :

any people don't know

this, but one of the
earliest ministries of the
Mission Center was to offer
financial support to priests
serving mission lands. Over
the years, thanks to special
donors like you, this ministry
expanded and evolved into a
core OCMC program — Support
a Mission Priest (SAMP).

Mission priests are essential
to the mission work of the
Church because they often
spread the Gospel in the
communities in which they
live. These places can be
remote, having had little or

no previous exposure to the
life and teachings of Jesus
Christ. These mission priests
can preach in the language of
the people receiving the Good
News, and the ministries they
establish align with the culture
of the people they serve.
“Mission priests are one of the,
if not THE, most effective ways
to plant the Orthodox Church
in new places,” said OCMC
Grants Manager Santhe Loizos.

Today, the SAMP program
enables donors like you to
pledge $50 a month ($600
per year) - money that is
sent directly to hierarchs to
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of all nations. -

give as stipends to clergy
serving in some of the most
economically disadvantaged
parts of the world. In fact,
SAMP now provides this vital
support to over 550 priests in
more than 20 countries.

Thanks to you, all four of the
dioceses in the Democratic
Republic of Congo (DRC) and
Guinea, are receiving SAMP
assistance for the first time. In
these countries, people only
earn between $7 and $17 a
day on average. Reliable and
regular SAMP stipends will
make an impactful difference
in the lives of priests in the
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