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Village parishes, alive with 
your newly illumined brothers 
and sisters in Christ, stand as 
beacons of truth and hope 
across Africa. Unbeknownst 
to many in the United States, 
Africa’s Christian heritage 
is almost as ancient as the 
Church itself. 

The Apostle Mark, the first 
bishop on the continent, 
established the Church in 

Alexandria in 43 AD. Yet, it was 
not until the 20th century – 
when seekers from East Africa 
began exploring the Orthodox 
Faith – that the current 
expanse of the Greek Orthodox 
Patriarchate of Alexandria 
began to take shape. 

Now, under His Beatitude 
Theodoros II, the Patriarchate 
of Alexandria encompasses 29 
archdioceses and 14 dioceses, 

as well as monasteries, 
theological schools, and 
seminaries. In less than a 
half-century, the Orthodox 
Church in Africa has witnessed 
explosive growth, and 
Orthodox Christians like you 
have played a pivotal role in 
this modern-day expansion. 
How? By generously giving 
to, and serving through, the 
Orthodox Christian Mission 
Center. 

continued on page 2

Go and make disciples 
of all nations. - MATTHEW 28:19

Continuing a Legacy of Support for Mission Priests
Down the winding dirt roads outside African capital cities like Accra, Kampala, or 
Nairobi, you might discover something surprisingly familiar – the sights, sounds, 
and smells of the Orthodox Liturgy.

This year, your giving will enable 
the Mission Center to distribute  
more than $600,000 for grants 
in Africa alone. These projects 
will have a transformative 
impact on the people and 
communities they serve. Some 
of these initiatives, include: 

	• A three-year evangelism 
program in Turkana that 
is training catechists from 
15 villages, 10 of which had 
never heard the Gospel. 
Through monthly catechism 
trainings, community 
visits by Orthodox priests, 
and the construction of 
simple churches, we are 
laying a foundation for the 
expansion of Orthodoxy in 
this remote region.  

	• The publication of a book on 
the Lives of the Saints in the 
Shona language, to instruct 
the faithful of Zimbabwe. 

	• The construction of a 
building in Kinshasa in the 
Democratic Republic of 
Congo, which the Metropolis 
plans to rent out for income. 
This income will offset some 
of the Metropolis’ many 
expenses, like clergy salaries 
and operating costs for its 
theological school. 

Thank you for ensuring that 
new churches across Africa can 
grow and thrive within their 
unique cultural contexts. Our 
Orthodox brothers and sisters, 
though half a world away, feel 
your love through the bonds 
that unite us all in the Eucharist. 

Equipping the Vital Ministries 
of the Church in Africa 

How Strategic Grants Are Nurturing Growth
The myriad of ways in which the faithful like you have contributed to the Church’s 
growth across Africa is profound. Each act of generosity has helped to equip and 
empower Orthodox clergy, support our core programs, and share the love of Christ 
through an Orthodox lens. 

Support our 
missions by 
scanning 
the QR code 
here.
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Help Seed Faith:  
Growing Orthodoxy in Africa

Follow us and stay up to date 
on our missionary work!



Dear Brothers and Sisters  
in Christ, 

In collaboration with the 
Orthodox Christian Mission 
Center, Orthodox mission 
priests have been able to 
continue the legacy of the 
first Apostles – sharing the gift 
of salvation and restoration 
made possible by Christ’s 
Resurrection.

The Mission Center’s part 
in this legacy began with 
supporting Orthodox priests in 
Africa, who with the blessing of 
their hierarchs, were working 
to present the message of the 
Gospel, establish parishes, and 
offer the sacraments to those 
being introduced to Orthodoxy 
for the first time.

Over the years, your prayers 
and financial contributions 
have enabled us to offer 
theological training and 
education, provide funding 
through strategic grants, and 
sustain the vital ministries of 
Orthodox priests across Africa.

Now a cornerstone of our 
work, the Support a Mission 
Priest (SAMP) program 
continues to empower these 
faithful servants, who are 
responding to our Lord’s Great 
Commission to “make disciples 
of all nations” by teaching, 
preaching, and baptizing.

In this issue of Mission, I am 
grateful to share how our 
collective action is continuing 
to shape and grow the Church 

in Africa. What began as a 
modest effort has come to 
welcome countless souls 
into the arms of the Church, 
cultivate vibrant Orthodox 
communities, and foster 
lasting spiritual transformation 
across the globe.

You are an integral part of 
all that we do. Join us in this 
transformative work by visiting 
us online at ocmc.org.

In Christ,

Fr. Martin Ritsi 
Executive Director

Thank you for your ongoing 
prayers and support!

Extending Grace, Compassion, 
and Service to All Corners of 
the Earth

Seminaries and theological 
training schools play a pivotal 
role in preparing future priests 
for their transformative work, 
and these institutions have 
been instrumental in growing 
the ranks of clergy in Africa, 
who in turn, expand the 
Church across the continent. 

Since the 1980s, many African 
priests – some of whom have 
ascended to become bishops 
– have been educated at 
these academies of the Faith 
on a wide range of subjects, 
including liturgics, canon law, 
theology, Church history, and 
Christian ministry. 

This year, Orthodox donors 
like you have helped to fund 
these centers of learning and 
formation – particularly in 
Africa – ensuring the ongoing 
operation of one seminary and 
the future construction of two 
seminaries and theological 
schools on the continent, 
including: 

	• Archbishop Makarios III 
Patriarchal Seminary in 
Nairobi, Kenya ($150,000) 

	• St. Athanasius the Athonite 
Theological Seminary in 
Kinshasa, Democratic 
Republic of Congo ($35,000)  

	• St. Nektarios Theological 
School in Mwanza, 
Tanzania ($100,000)

Your prayers and sacrificial 
offerings have not only 
supported the Church’s growth 
in Africa but have also ensured 
its ability to flourish as a truly 
African expression of the Faith. 

Looking ahead, your continued 
support will enable the 
Mission Center to expand its 
theological training efforts, 
bringing the Faith to even 
more remote villages that have 
yet to encounter the Truth of 
Orthodoxy.

One of the Mission Center’s 
inaugural ministries, the 
Support a Mission Priest (SAMP) 
program, was created to 
financially support these early 
seekers who would become 
Orthodox priests. And it was 
this support that empowered 
them to establish small village 
parishes – planting seeds of 
faith that have grown into 
vibrant Orthodox communities. 

Today, through the Support a 
Mission Priest (SAMP) program 
we continue this vital work. 

What started as a few Orthodox 
clergy receiving modest 
stipends from the Mission 
Center has expanded to 468 
priests in 22 countries. Many of 
these men shepherd multiple 
communities, continuing the 
missionary legacy inherited 
from St. Mark by evangelizing 
tirelessly.  

Your support of these Orthodox 
clergy is one of the most 
effective ways to bring people 
into the fullness of life in Christ.  

Help Seed Faith: Growing Orthodoxy in Africa cont.

Empowering Africa’s 
Orthodox Clergy 

Expanding Access to Theological Education
One of the most important ways to ensure a vibrant expression of Orthodoxy in the 
world is to equip churches with well-trained and theologically educated priests and 
leaders – whose lives are deeply rooted in the sacraments. 

Take part in this 
transformative  
movement. Scan 
the QR code to 
support our efforts.


