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The march kicked off a multi-
day retreat and training session 
facilitated by Mission Center 
missionary, Dana Bates, aimed 
at rolling out the IMPACT 
service-learning model to 44 
youth ministry leaders from 
Kenya and Uganda.  

Reflecting a profoundly 
Orthodox approach to the 
development of Orthodox 
spirituality, IMPACT empowers 
youth to identify community 
challenges ‒ to “bear one 
another’s burdens” (Galatians 
6:2) ‒ and equips them 

with essential life skills like 
project management and 
communication to become 
“change agents” within their 
communities. 

Through the program, clubs of 
approximately 15 youth come 
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Go and make disciples 
of all nations. 
- MATTHEW 28:19

Missionary Dana Bates Helps Train Initial Cohort of Youth Ministry 
Leaders in East Africa
This February, a procession of youth, youth leaders, clergy, and Orthodox faithful 
marched around the grounds of the Makarios III Patriarchal Seminary in Nairobi, 
Kenya.  Led by His Eminence, Elder Archbishop Makarios, of Nairobi and a full 
marching band, marchers wore shirts and brandished signs to remind themselves, 
and those they passed, of the importance of putting their faith into action. 

For centuries, missionaries, 
priests, and bishops have 
ventured to new lands to help 
improve the lives of others and 
offer salvation in Jesus Christ. In 
the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo (DRC), this fundamental 
task of the Church is being led 
by five hierarchs working to 
make a difference in the lives of 
their flocks and others.  

Across the country, the Church 
in the DRC is carrying out 
vital ministries. In the capital, 
Kinshasa, the only accredited 
Orthodox Theological School in 
Africa prepares future clergy. 
Children throughout the 
country are receiving a good 
education at Orthodox schools. 

In the spirit of 1 Thessalonians 
5:11, “...encourage one another 
and build one another up,”

His Eminence Metropolitan 
Chariton of Kananga is also 
working to help Congolese 
women in the DRC by creating 
community, providing 
opportunity, and offering 
support.  

Through generous 
contributions from Orthodox 
faithful like you, a Mission 
Center grant of $27,000 has 
enabled the Metropolis of 
Kananga to establish the 
Cutting and Sewing Training 
Project – a six-month intensive 
training program for women in 
the region. 

The funds from this grant 
have been used to purchase 
sewing machines and supplies 
for 31 recent graduates of the 
program following months of 
intensive training. The program 

will be expanded to 50 women 
in its next phase.  

His Eminence noted that the 
women have near perfect 
attendance (some even bring 
their children to class!), and 
in a recent report from the 
Metropolis, it was shared that, 
“The financial support of the 
Orthodox Christian Mission 
Center has truly relieved the 
pressing need of unemployed 
young people.  Women heads-
of-household in the city of 
Kananga and its surroundings 
have seen their professional 
capacity increased after six 
months of practice.” 

Thanks to your ongoing prayers 
and support, the Church in the 
DRC will continue to grow and 
empower women in its diocese 
through her ministries.  

Embrace, 
Encourage, 
and Empower
Changing Women’s Lives in the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo
A full and vibrant expression of the Orthodox Christian 
Faith is one that offers all people a welcoming 
embrace, steadfast encouragement, and meaningful 
empowerment. The Church, wherever she finds herself, 
strives to make the physical and spiritual lives of others 
better through outreach, opportunity, community, and 
the sacraments.  Marching to Make an IMPACT
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Dear Brothers and Sisters  
in Christ, 

Having witnessed the vibrant 
faith in Albania and East 
Africa, I’m excited to share this 
issue of Mission. It shows how 
our efforts sustain Orthodox 
communities worldwide and 
help them grow and thrive. 

Dana Bates’ IMPACT youth 
ministry model is helping the 
next generation live their faith 
in East Africa. Under the newly 
enthroned Archbishop Joan, 
our five missionaries in Albania 
are continuing the legacy of 
the late Archbishop Anastasios. 
We are also pioneering efforts 
in the Democratic Republic 
of the Congo, where a Mission 
Center grant-funded program 
teaches women sewing 
skills that empower them to 
become models of hope and 
independence. 

These initiatives show how we 
are not only sharing the Gospel 
but fostering lasting spiritual 
and personal transformation 
through the Orthodox Faith. 
Thank you for being part of our 
global effort to bring all people 
into the fullness of life in Christ. 

In Christ,

Fr. Martin Ritsi 
Executive Director

Empowering a new generation

Having been blessed to 
participate in the Albanian 
Church's rebirth under 
Archbishop Anastasios, several 
Mission Center staff and 
missionaries attended his 
funeral. The Mission Center 
continues to be blessed  to 
help the Church grow and 
progress under His Beatitude 
Joan. 

During his enthronement –– 
where Executive Director, Fr. 
Martin Ritsi and missionaries 
were present –– Archbishop 
Joan outlined seven priorities 
for continuing the legacy of 
stewardship he has so humbly 
inherited, including the 
preservation of Holy Tradition, 
the strengthening of unity 
within the Church, and the 

promotion of interreligious 
coexistence in Albania. 

Currently, five Mission Center 
missionaries are serving 
in Albania, and they will 
continue to be integrally 
involved in sustaining the 
Church’s ministries under 
Archbishop Joan. These 
ministries include training 
future leaders at the seminary 
in Durres, coordinating youth 
and outreach efforts across 
the country, and actively 
participating in ecumenical 
dialogue with other faith 
traditions. 

In a letter of support for His 
Beatitude, Fr. Ritsi shared, 
“On behalf of the Hierarchs 
of the Assembly of Canonical 

Bishops of the United States, 
and of the Orthodox Christian 
Mission Center, with our 
deepest respect, it is our prayer 
that the Lord may continually 
shine upon Your Beatitude and 
bless the wonderful ministry 
of sharing His love throughout 
the blossoming Church in 
Albania in the decades to 
come. Axios!” 

May God grant the newly 
enthroned Archbishop Joan 
many years as he leads the 
Church in Albania into a new 
era. Thank you for your ongoing 
prayers for his strength and 
for our brothers and sisters in 
Christ under his pastoral care. 

together at their local parish 
to work towards lasting and 
transformative changes in their 
communities. These remarkable 
young people are stewarded on 
their journey of spiritual growth 
by a leader who facilitates 
regular meetings, culturally 
relevant games, storytelling, 
and community service projects 
‒ all of which are informed 
by a robust curriculum aimed 
at growing character and 
competence in club members. 

Many of these clubs are already 
beginning to take shape, and 
following the February seminars, 
His Eminence expressed the 
hope that “this initiative will 
establish 37 IMPACT clubs 
to foster spiritual growth, 
leadership, and service-
learning." 

Once the initial cohort of 44 
youth ministry leaders has 
been fully established, they can 

eventually train new leaders 
and replicate the program 
independently – raising up 
even more youth who will start 
IMPACT clubs in their own 
communities. 

His Eminence expressed 
excitement for what this will 
mean to youth in the region, 
asking that we continue to 
support Dana’s work: “We 
humbly invite your prayers, 
encouragement, and generosity 
to sustain this vital mission and 
ensure a strong future for the 
Orthodox Church in East Africa.” 

The long-term vision is to 
establish IMPACT clubs at every 
parish in East Africa. In this way, 
Orthodox youth in this part 
of the world will experience a 
deeper relationship with Christ 
as they live the teachings of 
the Gospel and the Orthodox 
Christian Faith within their 
communities. 

Marching to Make an Impact cont.

A Legacy of Stewardship in Albania

The Falling Asleep of Archbishop Anastasios and the Enthronement of 
Archbishop Joan
"At the end of the 20th century, the Orthodox Church, like all other religious 
communities in the country, found herself completely destroyed, and her rebirth 
seemed like an impossible mission. But, again, God sent another enlightened 
man...Archbishop Anastasios ‒ who made possible the rebirth of our Church."  This 
reflection was offered by the newly enthroned Archbishop of Tirana, Durres, and All 
Albania ‒ His Beatitude Joan ‒ who has been called to fill the role of Archbishop 
Anastasios, of blessed memory, who fell asleep in the Lord this January. 

IMPACT is a youth ministry model that uses inputs like games, 
stories, service, and loving leadership to produce outputs like 
contribution, character, and competence in youth. IMPACT clubs 
are hoped to become part of parish life and to help young people 
grow in their faith across East Africa.


