
We’re celebrating our 40th year with great joy! Like any organization, the Mission Center has flexed 
with the needs of our clergy around the world, and we’re proud of the missionaries and volunteers who 
helped spread the Gospel of Christ through their work. I often explain our mission to new staff in this way: 
An underdeveloped country may have two doctors serving side-by-side, one is under the umbrella of a 
humanitarian organization and might be an atheist; the other is a missionary working under the umbrella  
of the Mission Center. They offer the same medical expertise and care to patients. However, one of them  
is doing it as part of something bigger: Orthodoxy. Through their good works, they reveal Christ and  
His Gospel. As a result, the missionary cares for the whole person, and in turn, builds the Church.
Not all of us can travel across the world in support of Orthodox missions, but even in each of our small 
corners we are called by God. Sharing our Orthodox faith is not a choice, but a responsibility. And He  
beckons us to respond every Divine Liturgy:
 	 For the stability of the holy churches of God… 
	 For pious and Orthodox Christians (everywhere!)… 
	 For this city and parish, for every city and land, and for the faithful who live in them…
Thank you for sharing these last 38 years with me, Presbytera Renee, and our family. Let’s never waiver  
in Christ’s call to “Go and make disciples of all nations.” – Matthew 28:19

 In Christ,

 
Fr. Martin Ritsi

Celebrating 40 Years!



By the early 2000s, our budget triples; we grow from six missionary 
families abroad to 25, and short-term Mission Teams expand, 
offering services related to health, education, youth, and women. 
We are ready to build the newly designed center in St. Augustine, 
FL, which will have space for training and housing. 

2009 We dedicate the facility and name it the Archbishop 
Anastasios and Archbishop Demetrios Missionary 
Training and Administration Building. As such, today our 
headquarters sits on 20 acres of land, with a training center, 
offices, dorm rooms, and more than $13 million in assets, 
thanks to the generosity of our supporters.

1990 The Ritsi family returns to the U.S. so Fr. Martin can 
earn his master’s degree in missiology at the Fuller School of 
World Missions. The following year, they move again — this 
time to Albania where the need is immense.  

As our vision matures, so does 
our understanding of where 
our strengths lie. We begin to 
more robustly train long-term 
missionaries, who commit  
a minimum of two years, and 
short-term specialists whose 
skills vary depending on needs, 
such as education, technology, 
accounting, and so on. 

We continue to improve how 
we prepare men and women to 
serve with language, cultural 
sensitivity, and missiology 
training, and we implement new 
policies, so missionary families 
can return financially stable and 
have funds saved for a house, 
college, or retirement.

1994 In response to the growing movement to expand the 
Mission Center to all Orthodoxy in America, we become 
the off icial pan-Orthodox missions agency. We change our 
name to the Orthodox Christian Mission Center; Fr. Couchell 
stays on as Executive Director, and our 45-member board 
represents all jurisdictions of Orthodoxy under SCOBA, now 
called the Assembly of Canonical Bishops of the U.S.A. 

1998 Near the end of the millennium, we send our f irst 
Mission Teams to Asia, the Middle East, and Central America. 
Fr. Couchell concludes 13 years of exceptional service, and Fr. 
Martin becomes Executive Director, leading the Mission Center 
for an equally exceptional 27 years! 

At the same time, Dr. Nathan Hoppe and  
his family go to Albania where he serves  
for the next 27 years, becoming our  
longest-term missionary, not knowing  
one day he will be named Executive  
Director, to follow Fr. Martin.

1985 After two decades operating as a volunteer committee, 
the Greek Orthodox Archdiocesan Mission Center is 
established by the late Archbishop Iakovos, who appoints Fr. 
Dimitrios Couchell (now His Eminence Metropolitan Dimitrios 
of Xanthos) as its first director. One of the first initiatives of the 
new Mission Center is Support A Mission Priest, because local 
Orthodox priests from under-developed countries want to 
serve, but communities cannot afford to sustain them.  
With the generosity of our donors, this program still thrives, 
helping local dioceses subsidize a priest’s salary by $50 a 
month. The same year, we send our first two missionaries, 
Fr. Daniel & Presbytera Nancy Christopulos, to serve in Kenya 
under the direction of Archbishop Anastasios. 

1987 Simultaneously, Orthodox young adults are asking  
to help, and we deploy the f irst short-term Mission Team 
to build a church in Loberi, Kenya and offer medical aid to 
surrounding villages. 

After Fr. Dan and Nancy return to parish life in the U.S.,  
Fr. Martin Ritsi, Presbytera Renee, and their children, Stephanos 
and Nicole, head to Kenya from Irvine, CA, where they had  
been serving the parish of St. Paul’s. 

1988 We send our second short-term Mission Team, made up 
of engineers, teachers, physicians, and construction workers to 
build a medical clinic in Chavogere, Western Kenya. 

We also create the Agape Canister Program, and restaurants, 
churches, and other establishments begin collecting 
donations to help fund small philanthropic projects for local 
communities around the world. This becomes the precursor 
for our Grants Program today.

The year is 1959, and two audacious young theologians are 
attracting much attention and drawing enthusiastic Athenian 
audiences when they lecture and preach. We now know them 
as Archbishop Demetrios, retired Archbishop of the Greek 
Orthodox Archdiocese of America, and the late Archbishop 
Anastasios of Tirana, Durres, and All Albania, but in the 50s 
and 60s they are two close friends who believe in the revival 
movement for foreign missions in the Church of Greece. 
That same year Archbishop Anastasios begins publishing a 
missionary periodical, and in 1961 he becomes the first director 
of a newly established Inter-Orthodox missionary center called 
Porefthendes – the Greek word for “Go Ye,” a reference to 
Matthew 28:19: “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations.”

Archbishop Anastasios’s name 
becomes synonymous with 
missions. After spending 10 years 
solidifying the Church in East Africa, 
his life work culminates when the 
Ecumenical Patriarch asks him 
to rebuild the Orthodox Church 
of Albania, following 46 years of 
persecution under an atheist state.
During this time, he ordains more 
than 170 new clergy and oversees 
450+ building projects, including the 
construction of 155 new churches,
and the reconstruction of 160 
churches and 70 ecclesiastical 
buildings, which are used as schools,

youth centers, health centers, boarding houses, and soup 
kitchens. His unceasing sacrificial service in Albania spans over 
three decades and the seeds of his work feed the foundation  
for Orthodox Missions in America. 

1967 We take another signif icant step, creating the 
Archdiocesan Foreign Missions Committee under the 
leadership of the late Metropolitan Silas, of New Jersey,  
and the late Fr. Alexander Veronis, former parish priest at  
the Annunciation Cathedral, Lancaster, PA. For the next 18 
years, the Missions Committee runs with 20 volunteers,  
both clergy and laity. 

1950s – 1970s

The fullness of faith.  
To the ends of the Earth.

1990s

2000s

1980s 2010 – 2025

When we sent our first team to Loberi, Kenya, there 
was no permanent church, nothing but dirt, a tree, 
and a table for the altar. Eventually came bricks, walls, 
a roof… and finally, a cross. 

But building a vibrant eucharistic community 
would take years, because beyond the brick-and-
mortar span both simple and complex needs, from 
baptismal certificates and Sunday School lessons, 
to infrastructure, teachers, translations, and the 
hierarchy to lead it all. Now account for the barriers — 
geographical, political, ideological — and place them 
in countries where Orthodox Christianity barely exists. 

2022 As needs abroad evolve, we formalize our new Grants 
Department, which supports evangelistic, educational, 
philanthropic, and sustainability projects. Your generosity 
has helped to fund things like direct evangelism in Turkana, 
a mobile app and website for the Albanian Church’s media 
station to bring more people to Orthodoxy, and even a pig farm 
to generate critical operating revenue for the Metropolis of 
Kananga in the Democratic Republic of the Congo.

2024 We establish a Translations Department to protect, 
preserve, publish, and expand Orthodox liturgical translations 
for communities around the world. As part of this work, we 
launch a digital platform called DOXA, which can bring a 
translation to the e-device of both chanters and parishioners. 



We humbly ask for your support, prayers, and donations  
as we embark on the Mission Center’s next 40 years.

Under Fr. Martin’s leadership,  
the Mission Center has  
expanded our global presence, 
playing a pivotal role in growing 
the Orthodox Church, supporting 
missionaries and volunteers in 
more than 50 countries and on 
5 continents, and distributing 
millions of dollars in grants  
around the world. We are grateful 
to Fr. Martin for his perseverance, 
determination, and drive, but 
mostly for the joy he exudes for  
the mission every day. 

40 more!

The future of the Orthodox 
Christian Mission Center is  
dynamic and powerful. Thanks  
to the fortitude, sacrifice, and 
prayers of all those who have 
played a part in our history and 
taken us forward on our path. 

After 27 years in Albania,  
Dr. Hoppe is the optimal choice  
to lead us as we begin the next  
40 years. He will transition into  
the Executive Director role in 
January 2026, and we can’t 
wait to get started. 


