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Greetings and Christ is Risen!
There are hundreds of millions of people throughout the world who have never heard the good news  
of Christ. In Matthew’s Gospel, we hear “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations.” Responding  
to this need is far beyond the capacity of any one person or parish. For this reason, the Assembly of Bishops  
has commissioned the work of the Orthodox Christian Mission Center. 

“The evangelization of God’s people and of those who do not believe in Christ constitutes the supreme  
duty of the Church.”1  Our mission is shaped by the example of Christ Himself. We are called to live and serve  
in ways that are Apostolic, Incarnational, and Ecclesial. These three principles, rooted in the life of the Church, 
guide and sustain all Orthodox mission work. In this message, I want to reflect on the first of these:  
the apostolic calling. 

In every Divine Liturgy, we proclaim that the Church is apostolic. We often understand this  
historically—affirming that the Orthodox Church preserves the faith and teaching of the Holy Apostles.  
This is true and essential. But we sometimes overlook another central part of what it means to be  
apostolic: the Apostles knew themselves to be sent by Christ. This is the very meaning of the word  
apostle—one who is sent. After His resurrection, the Lord said to His disciples, “As the Father has sent Me,  
even so I send you” (John 20:21). To confess that the Church is apostolic is to remember that we too are  
sent by Christ into the world. 
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While the Turkana people are citizens of Kenya, they have a deep sense of ethnic and cultural identity ––
speaking their own language and practicing their own customs. So for His Eminence Metropolitan 
Neofitos of Eldoret to establish, strengthen, and expand the Orthodox Church in Turkana, he and his  
clergy first had to become part of the community itself.  

Thanks to the generosity of our supporters, the Mission Center helped make this work possible through 
a project grant. Now in its second year, the Turkana project is thriving. Today, it includes: 

•	� 10 clergy, six of whom are newly ordained

•	� 15 catechists to help teach across the region 

•	� 15 communities, 10 of which had never heard the Gospel prior to this project

•	� And most profoundly, over 500 people baptized into the Orthodox Faith

Each month, a priest is sent from the Metropolis headquarters to assist with catechism training.  
The Metropolitan has also traveled there to conduct training, perform ordinations and family sacraments, 
and deliver youth and Sunday School seminars. Additionally, to-date, the Turkana community has 
purchased five pieces of property and constructed two churches, with a third underway. 

Our responsibility as Orthodox Christians is to ensure everyone around the world has the same opportunity 
to hear the Gospel and learn about Jesus Christ, and Turkana is a beautiful demonstration of what  
it means to mobilize, equip, and foster a vibrant Eucharistic community!   

Goma, a major hub in the eastern Democratic Republic of the 
Congo, remains at the center of a humanitarian crisis caused by 
ongoing conflict. With the airport closed for more than a year, 
and daily life marked by instability, the Church faces immense 
challenges in continuing its ministry. 

“We haven’t seen a plane here in 14 months,” shared His Grace 
Bishop Timotheos of Goma. “There is great scarcity and hardship.”

In moments like these, we are especially grateful to our supporters. 
whose generosity has enabled a Mission Center humanitarian 
grant–ensuring the Church can continue its mission even amid 
crisis. Offering both nourishment and hope, partial use of the 
grant helped provide meals to 1000 children on four feast 
days of the Church.

In a letter to the Mission Center, Bishop Timotheos voiced great 
appreciation, saying, “In this climate, we preach Christ and spread 
our Orthodoxy! Thank you for your great love for the children…  
and for your support.”

Building the Orthodox Church in Turkana A Humanitarian Crisis in Goma  
Creates Extraordinary Need

Ecclesiastic  
Mission
Advancing Worship 
through Translation 

The Translations Department at the Mission Center recently welcomed Fr. Joseph Kwame Labi during his 
sabbatical from the Archdiocese of Accra in Ghana. During his time with us, he focused on translating 
Orthodox liturgical services from Greek and English into Twi (pronounced “chwee”), a widely spoken  
Akan dialect used by nearly 18 million people across southern and central Ghana. 

Fr. Kwame’s work is part of a broader effort of our Translations Department to make the church’s  
worship accessible in the native language of its community. To support this work, Fr. Kwame utilized  
DOXA (Digital Orthodox Akolouthia), a software resource developed by retired Mission Center specialist,  
Dr. Michael Colburn. DOXA is an incredible resource, which helps translators compare versions,  
preserve a translation, and prepare it for future publication and use in the life of the Church.
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Our Witness  
in the World
We go because this is God’s way  
of working. The Father sent His Son 
into the world for our salvation. 
Following Christ’s example, we 
go because He commands it and 
because we love those to whom  
we proclaim the Gospel. But we 
also go because mission transforms 
us. God could save the world 
without our help, yet He chooses  
to save the world through us.  
When we accept this apostolic 
calling, we encounter Christ 
Himself and are changed by Him. 

Guided by these principles,  
the Orthodox Christian Mission 
Center seeks to mobilize parishes 
across the United States to foster 
and nurture vibrant Eucharistic 
communities throughout the world. 

 

1 Taken from The Message of the Primates  
of the Orthodox Church, 2008. 

Dr. Nathan Hoppe  
Executive Director  

Adapted from the Turkana Mission and Evangelism 2nd-Year Midterm Report Adapted from His Grace’s email to the Mission Center. 



In February 2026, we lost a profound champion for growing an 
Orthodox presence around the world. His Eminence Metropolitan 
Dimitrios (Couchell) of Xanthos passed away and was laid to rest  
on the grounds of the Mission Center. 

As our first Executive Director, his work with missions brought him 
many blessings. However, none greater than his son, Nikita David 
Mesfin, whom he adopted in 1985 while visiting Ethiopia, and the 
three people that followed: David’s wife Maki, and their children 
Ezra and Amra.  

During his 13-year tenure as Executive Director, Metropolitan 
Dimitrios established pivotal initiatives and helped send both 
long-term missionaries and short-term teams to countries 
where Orthodoxy, and sometimes Christianity, did not exist.  
“He was our lifeline and advocate while we were in Africa and 
remained so after we returned,” said Dan Christopulos, whose 
family was first to serve in Kenya. 

In 1994, as the need grew to expand the Mission Center’s work 
to all Orthodoxy in America, Metropolitan Dimitrios helped lead 
the work to become the official pan-Orthodox mission agency, 
now under the Assembly of Canonical Bishops. He retired five 
years later, an exceptional, dedicated leader who helped build 
ecclesiastical communities around the world.  

“I am inspired by how—with gentleness  
and humility—he accomplished so much.  
He was treasured, and his constant  
presence will be dearly missed.” 
– Fr. Martin Ritsi, who succeeded His Eminence as Executive Director

A regular and beloved presence at the Mission Center, 
Metropolitan Dimitrios embraced life with joy and kindness.  
His legacy remains woven into the fabric of our history,  
and we give thanks to God for his life and witness.  
May his memory be eternal.
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Eternal,  
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WE HUMBLY ASK FOR YOUR SUPPORT,  
PRAYERS, AND DONATIONS AS WE CONTINUE 
SHARING THE GOSPEL AROUND THE WORLD.


