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With that witness in mind, it is 
vital that we all understand the 
three principles that guide and 
sustain all Orthodox mission 
work, as they are rooted in the 
life of the Church. Shaped by 
the example of Christ Himself, 
we are called to live and serve 
in ways that are Apostolic, 
Incarnational, and Ecclesial. 

In our last newsletter, I 
reflected on what it means 
to be Apostolic, which means 
that we are sent. Now I want 
to focus on the Incarnational 
principle.  

Christ was incarnate in our 
world for our salvation. As St. 
Paul says:  He “emptied himself, 

taking the form of a servant, 
being born in the likeness 
of men. And being found in 
human form he humbled 
himself and became obedient 
unto death, even death on a 
cross.” Philippians 2:7–8 

Christ came as an insider, 
speaking our language, living 
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Go and make disciples 
of all nations. 
- MATTHEW 28:19

Dear Friends of the Mission Center,
In June we celebrated the life and witness of our dear friend and colleague Dan 
Christopulos who passed away after an acute illness. He was the first missionary 
priest sent out by the Orthodox Church in the United States. I’ve always seen him 
as someone who embodied the concept of being an incarnational missionary. 
Someone who was living his life sharing and witnessing the Gospel with anyone he 
met. He was such a blessing in our lives. May his memory be eternal.

Dan not only served as a 
priest; he was also the Mission 
Center’s first missionary, 
a country representative 
for International Orthodox 
Christian Charities, and a police 
chaplain. In all these positions 
of service, he impacted the 
lives of thousands of people, 
offering grace and mercy to 
those in need as he shared 
the profound hope of Christ’s 
Resurrection. His unfailing 
sense of humor and kindness 
made it easy to connect 
with him and brought great 
warmth to people in the 
farthest corners of the earth.  

After God and family, Dan 
loved few things more than 
football and was well-known 
for a record-setting field goal 
while playing for the University 
of Wyoming. Indeed, during 

Dan’s time as a parish priest, 
it was not uncommon to 
find a football on the shelf 
in his office, and it was not 
memorabilia! Whether it was 
a Diocesan retreat, a youth 
group beach day, or after 
Liturgy in Loberi, Kenya, Dan 
never missed the opportunity 
to gather people for a game of 
touch football and fellowship.  

We will miss Dan greatly, and 
our hearts are with his entire 
family.  

We take comfort in the 
Resurrection, knowing he is 
embraced by our loving Lord, 
and we thank Dan for all he 
has done for the Church and 
for Orthodox Christians around 
the world. 

Memory Eternal, dear brother.  

Memory Eternal
Celebrating the Life of Dan Christopulos
On May 30, 2026, our dear friend and colleague, former 
Orthodox Christian Mission Center Development 
Director Dan Christopulos, fell asleep in the Lord. He 
dedicated his life to serving the Church, sharing our faith 
across the world, and loving others in the name of Christ. 
Surrounded by his family, he passed peacefully at home.  

The Essential Nature of Incarnational Missions

In Seoul, the small team at 
the Korean Orthodox Edition 
publication house works to make 
Orthodoxy accessible to Korean 
readers, with assistance from a 
Mission Center grant. Ultimately, 
this work will build financial 
stability in the Church’s book 
publishing business, and, most 
importantly, it will grow spiritual 
outreach and Orthodoxy in 
Korea. 

Despite limited staff and tight 
finances, the team has made 
remarkable progress. Through 
2025, seven books were 
published and printed, including 
1,000 copies of On Prayer and 
The Orthodox Prayer Book, and 
500 copies of The Life of St. Basil 
the Great. Additionally, Eucharist 
and On Marriage and Family 
Life were published, along 
with a bilingual 2026 Orthodox 
calendar and a new introductory 
pamphlet for the Metropolis of 
Korea. Seven additional titles are 
underway for publication before 
year-end, and an international 
theological symposium on St. 
Gregory of Nyssa is planned for 
November.  

The project exemplifies a 
simple way to be incarnational: 
Building a library of resources 
written in the language of the 
people. We thank our donors 
for their generosity in supporting 
this tactical and powerful project! 

Expanding  
orthodox 
publications
in Korea
The Global Impact of 
Grants



Sent to meet the request of 
His Eminence Metropolitan 
Iosif, Kristina brought with her 
not only a Ph.D. in Orthodox 
Theology from Aristotle 
University of Thessaloniki, 
but a deep love for the 
Church’s global witness—
shaped by over nine years 
representing the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate on the World 
Council of Churches’ Faith 
and Order Commission. She 
is uniquely qualified for this 
mission and brings a deep 
personal commitment to the 
missionary life of the Church. 

We have seen that Orthodox 
communities thrive when 
children are educated and 
involved from an early age, 
and Kristina’s work focuses on 
the foundational efforts 

which will support the long-
term growth of the Church in 
South America:  

	• Theological and 
catechetical formation for 
youth and, by extension, 
the entire family 

	• Introduction of Orthodox 
religious education into 
the Metropolis's primary 
and secondary schools – 
institutions His Eminence 
has identified as vital 
missionary centers 

	• Representation of the 
Archdiocese in ecumenical 
and interreligious forums. 

These are just some of the 
global efforts we are making 
to help strengthen the 
Church’s presence around the 
world. Please keep all our 
missionaries in your prayers.  

our culture. As Orthodox 
missionaries in the 21st century, 
we must follow Christ's 
example of what it means to 
be incarnational ––  willing to 
surrender ourselves,  learn a 
different language, and live 
within a different culture. 

Inherent in the life of 
incarnational missionary work 
is risk, such as pushing yourself 
to a new horizon – undertaking 
a venture  – to be present 
incarnationally to someone in 
a faraway place.  We use God-
given wisdom and prudence 
as we venture into new places 
as we are called to bring the 
kingdom to more. But sending 
long-term incarnational 
missionaries requires parishes 
to partner with our missionaries 
on this venture, to support 
and invest deeply to sustain 
them and their work through 
difficulties and challenges. This 
can take years. Think of change 
in our own lives – it takes a long 
time. However, the blessings are 
immense.  

God has gifted us with vast 
resources which incur great 
responsibility. Each parish is 
called to mobilize itself for the 
work of incarnational missions, 
both here at home and around 
the world. Working together, 
we can obey Christ’s command 
to witness the gospel to the 
hundreds of millions of people 
who are waiting to hear it for 
the first time.

(continued) 
Incarnational Mission 

Rooted in Faithequipping future leaders

Student Teachers in Albania 
For the Metropolis of Apolonia and Fier, the Resurrection of Christ Theological 
Academy is more than a place of study; it is a launching pad for students who want to 
further the spiritual mission of the Church.   

As part of their field work, 
Christian Education students 
at the Academy student-
teach in a Catechism program 
supported by a grant from the 
Mission Center. The program is 
geared toward both adults and 
children. Hosted in churches, 
schools, summer camps, and 
health and senior centers across 
the Metropolis, the program 
stretches from Fier to small 
villages like Seman, Agim, 
and Nderneneas. Curriculum 
includes Bible lessons, crafts, 
hymns, and spiritual trips.  

The program prepares 
Theological students for service 
in the Church, while providing 
the Church with a trained team 
of student-teachers, youth 
workers, and catechists. With a 
goal to teach 400 participants, 
the program concluded its 
most successful year yet, 
reaching 550 people. For 
many individuals and families, 

these moments led directly to 
baptism. 

The simple lesson that 
resonated for Theological 
Academy students? Catechism 
is rooted in relationships that 
help people feel at home in the 
Church, and this can only be 
done through an incarnational 
approach. One student teacher 
reflected, "This experience 
helped me to understand that 
catechism is not just a lesson, 
but a living relationship with 
people and faith. Everything I 
learned in school I have put to 
use. The combination of theory 
and practice has been essential 
for my formation." 

Thanks to the generosity of 
our donors, the Mission Center 
has been able to offset some 
of the economic challenges 
these rural communities face 
in funding the Catechism 
program, a program that 

consistently ensures spiritual 
teaching is accompanied 
by concrete service to those 
in need. As the Metropolis 
looks toward the future, the 
goal is clear: to train more 
local volunteers and continue 
expanding the reach of the 
Gospel, ensuring every soul, 
from the youngest child to the 
eldest resident, knows they 
have a home in the Church. 

Kristina Mantasasvili’s Mission in Buenos Aires 
As our newest missionary, Kristina Mantasasvili 
arrived in Buenos Aires in the summer of 2025, 
stepping into a mission filled with challenge and 
promise.

facebook

instagram

youtube

Facebook

Instagram

YouTube

Follow us and stay up to date 
on our missionary work!
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